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Fall River arts, culture plan will boost local economy

Seth Chitwood
The Standard-Times

NEW BEDFORD — 
Construction is under way to 
bring the SouthCoast LGBTQ+ 
Network a step closer to the goal 
of being a hub for the LGBTQ+ 
community south of Boston.

“Here we are and it's moving 
fast. And it's really exciting,” 
said the network’s marketing 
director and board member, 
Kerry Zeida. “And what a great 
time to be talking about it 
during Pride month.”

In February, the SouthCoast 
LGBTQ+ Network announced 
it had signed a purchase and 
sales agreement for the former 
Sister Rose House location at 
60 Eighth St., next door to the 
Union Church.

“It's withstood 113 years of 
existence,” Zeida added. Built 

in 1908, the former four-story 
homeless shelter sat vacant for 
six years until the network was 
able to purchase it from the city 
for $15,000.

“The city is happy that we're 
here. We're happy that we're 
here,” said President Andrew 
Pollack. The center will wel-
come LGBTQ+ youth ages 8-24, 
adults and elders all over the 
SouthCoast.

“Togetherness is at the 
core of belonging,” Zeida said. 
“That’s a major motivation here, 
to actually bring people together, 
who otherwise would feel very 
isolated without it.”

The center’s mission is to 
assist with wellness, mental 
health and nutrition needs. It 
will also offer resources toward 
health care and financial services 

LGBTQ+ community center starts construction 

Photos by David W. Oliveira

Above: Kerry Zeida and Andy Pollock talk about the renovations to the South 
Coast LGBTQ Community Center. 

Left: Future home of the South Coast LGBTQ Community Center that will be 
opening on 60 Eighth St. in New Bedford. 

‘ROCKING 
AND ROLLING’

Submitted photo

A SouthCoast Spring Arts band concert was held outside in May across from Government Center in downtown Fall River. 

Charles Winokoor
Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — “Artists 
eat.”

Who knew?
That bold statement was 

made by Mike O’Sullivan, 
the Fall River co-CEO of One 
SouthCoast Chamber.

O’Sullivan wasn’t being flip-
pant. His point was that artists, 
as well as people who travel 
to partake of art and cultural 
shows and performances, tend 
to spend money in local restau-

rants.
And that’s good news both 

for small business owners and 
overall, local economic devel-
opment.

“It fills the restaurants and 
produces tax revenue,” he said.

O’Sullivan, who sits on 
the steering committee of 
Fall River Arts and Culture 
Coalition, also known as 
FRACC, said he’s optimistic 
about an “arts and culture 
plan” that’s been gathering 
steam, especially during the 
past eight months.

The final version, after 
months of discussions and 
Zoom open houses, will be pre-
sented in a public setting some-
time in September, O’Sullivan 
said.

“We’re still trying to figure 
out how this all fits together,” 
he added.

The FRACC coalition, 
which now has more than 50 
members, was established in 
March 2019 as a committee 
of One SouthCoast Chamber. 
Its goal has been to “create a 
vibrant, inclusive and sustain-

able creative economy.”
Last October the group 

hired Brookline-based arts 
and cultural advisory firm 
CivicMoxie LLC to devise a 
strategy, or action plan, to help 
revitalize the city — as part of 
a collaborative effort involving 
arts, culture and economic 
development.

“It’s for the whole city, not 
just downtown,” said Patti 
Rego, who recently assumed 
the role as district manager of 

DEATH TOLL AT 9 • PAGE A7
More victims found at site of Miami condo collapse. Stories of fishing and living 

along the Taunton River. B1

River’s edge

Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Thrown 
off-stride to reach its COVID-19 
vaccination goal, the Biden 
administration is sending A-list 
officials across the country, 
devising ads for niche markets 
and enlisting community orga-
nizers to persuade unvaccinated 
people to get a shot.

The strategy has the trappings 
of a political campaign, complete 
with data crunching to identify 
groups that can be won over.

But the message is about 
public health, not ideology. The 
focus is a group health officials 
term the “movable middle” — 
some 55 million unvaccinated 
adults seen as persuadable, many 
of them under 30.

“We’re not just going to do 
the mass vaccination sites,” said 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra. “It’s 
door to door. It’s mobile clinics. 
We’re doing vaccinations at 
church, the PTA meeting, the 
barber shop, the grocery store.”

Officials have seized on a 
compelling new talking point, 
courtesy of the coronavirus. 
The potent delta variant that 
has ravaged India is spreading 
here. Now accounting for about 
1 in 5 virus samples genetically 
decoded in the U.S., the more 
transmissible mutation has 
gained a foothold in Mountain 
West and heartland states. Many 
of those infected are young and 
unvaccinated.

The White House has lent its 
top names to the vaccine push.

President Joe Biden visited 
a mobile vaccination site in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
Thursday. Earlier in the day, first 
lady Jill Biden held the hand of a 
woman at a drive-thru vaccina-
tion site in Kissimmee, Florida.

Doug Emhoff, the husband 
of Vice President Kamala Harris, 
has racked up thousands of fre-
quent flyer miles, visiting at least 
18 or 19 states by his count.

The administration also has 
recruited celebrities and athletes, 

Vaccine  
plan takes 
aim at the 
‘movable 
middle’
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Mass. Mid-Day
4-8-3-9

Mass. Evening
7-6-0-6

Mass Cash
5-12-22-26-28

Megabucks
16-17-18-26-41-45

Wild Money
6-12-20-23-33

Extra Ball: 35

R.I. Numbers
Midday: 6-2-4-8
Evening: 8-9-8-4

Powerball
8-31-39-43-60

Powerball Number: 17
Power Play: 3

LOTTERIES
SATURDAY’S  DRAWINGS

FROM PAGE ONE / NATION

Joshua Goodman  
and Russ Bynum
Associated Press

SURFSIDE, Fla. — The 
death toll from the collapse 
of a Florida beachfront 
condo building has risen to 
nine as search-and-rescue 
efforts continue, Miami-
Dade Mayor Daniella Levine 
Cava said Sunday.

One person died in the 
hospital, and workers pulled 
four more bodies from the 
wreckage, the mayor said.

Scores of rescue workers 
remained on the massive 
pile of rubble, working to 
find survivors among the 
more than 150 people who 
remain unaccounted for. 
Four of the dead have been 
identified and next of kin 
notified, the mayor said.

Four days after 
Thursday’s collapse, more 
than 150 people remain 
unaccounted for in Surfside, 
and authorities and loved 
ones fear the toll will go 
much higher.

As rotating teams of res-
cuers used heavy machinery 
and power tools to clear the 
rubble from the top and 
tunnel in from below, the 
Noriega family hoped that 
their 92-year-old matri-
arch, Hilda Noriega, had 
somehow survived.

When Mike Noriega 
heard that part of the con-
dominium tower where 
his grandmother lived had 
collapsed, he rushed with 
his father to the scene. They 
arrived at a nightmarish 
30-foot pile of broken 
concrete and mangled 
metal, the remains of the 
12-story building known as 
Champlain Towers South.

But among the flying 
debris, they stumbled across 
mementos that bore wit-
ness to Hilda’s life on the 
sixth floor: an old picture of 
her with her late husband 
and their infant son, and a 
birthday card that friends 
from her prayer group sent 
two weeks earlier with the 

acronym “ESM,” Spanish 
for “hand-delivered,” 
scrawled across the yellow 
envelope with a butterfly 
etching.

“There was a message in 
the mess of all this,” said 
Mike Noriega, who last 
spoke with his grandmother 
the day before the disaster. 
“It means not to give up 
hope. To have faith.”

Surfside Mayor Charles 
Burkett sought to assure 
families Sunday that res-
cuers were working non-
stop. “Nothing else on 
our mind, with the only 
objective of pulling their 
family members out of that 
rubble,” he told ABC’s “This 
Week.”

“We’re not going to stop 

doing that -- not today, not 
tomorrow, not the next day. 
We’re going to keep going 
until everybody’s out.”

Dozens of anguished 
families are awaiting word 
on the fate of loved ones. 
The wait has been ago-
nizing.

The mayor said Saturday 
that the identification of 
three bodies had dropped 
the number of people unac-
counted for down to 156, 
and crews also discovered 
other unspecified human 
remains. 

The remains are being 
sent to the medical exam-
iner, and authorities are 
gathering DNA samples 
from family members to aid 
in identification.

Miami condo collapse  
death toll rises to 9 

Associated Press Photo

Rescue workers search the rubble of the Champlain Towers South 
condominium on Saturday in the Surfside area of Miami. The building 
partially collapsed on Thursday. 

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) 
— Never before seen case 
files, photographs and other 
records documenting the 
investigation into the infa-
mous slayings of three civil 
rights workers in Mississippi 
are now open to the public 
for the first time, 57 years 
after their deaths.

The 1964 killings of 
civil rights activists James 
Chaney, Andrew Goodman, 
and Michael Schwerner in 
Neshoba County sparked 
national outrage and helped 
spur passage of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. They later 
became the subject of the 
movie “Mississippi Burning.”

The previously sealed 

materials — dating from 
1964 to 2007 — were trans-
ferred to the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and 
History from the Mississippi 
attorney general’s office in 
2019. As of last week, they 
are now available for viewing 
by the public at William F. 
Winter Archives and History 
Building in Jackson.

The records include 
case files, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation memo-
randa, research notes and 
federal informant reports 
and witness testimonies. 
There are also photographs 
of the exhumation of the 
victims’ bodies and subse-
quent autopsies, along with 

aerial photographs of the 
burial site, according to an 
announcement from the 
Mississippi Department of 
Archives and History.

The three Freedom 
Summer workers, all in 
their 20s, had been investi-
gating the burning of a black 
church near Philadelphia, 
Mississippi when they disap-
peared in June of 1964.

A deputy sheriff had 
arrested them on a traffic 
charge, then released 
them after alerting a mob. 
Mississippi’s then-governor 
initially claimed their disap-
pearance was a hoax. Their 
bodies were found weeks 
later in an earthen dam.

Files on civil rights worker killings made public

Viva Fall River, which pro-
motes the same values and 
goals and operates out of the 
One SouthCoast Fall River 
building on Pocasset Street.

The chamber’s nonprofit 
Bristol County Chamber 
Foundation acts as fiscal agent 
to both FRACC and Viva Fall 
River.  

O’Sullivan says there pos-
sibly will be another two 
public meetings seeking input 
from building and restaurant 
owners; members of the state 
delegation representing Fall 
River; Mayor Paul Coogan; 
and municipal department 
heads.

“I’m very excited about 
where FRACC is heading,” 
O’Sullivan said. “It’s really, 
really rocking and rolling.”

Susan Silberberg, founder 
and principal of CivicMoxie 
LLC, declined to discuss details 
of FRACC’S arts and culture 
plan in advance of its comple-
tion.

Silberberg stressed that her 
firm — which has provided 
urban-oriented planning strat-
egies to other Bay State cities 
such as Boston, Worcester and 
Lowell and cities in other states 
including Michigan, Louisiana 
and Ohio — is there solely to 
provide ideas and information.

“It’s not our plan,” she said. 
“We provide support.”

But Silberberg didn’t hesi-
tate to say she’s been impressed 
with FRACC, its various 
participants as well as the city 
itself.

“Everything is unique in 
Fall River,” she said. “You have 
a group of 60 civic leaders, 
residents, artists and non-
profit groups all participating 
together, and that is extraor-
dinary.”

“The level of collaboration 
and cooperation is excep-
tional. It’s an absolute joy,” she 
added.

Silberberg says Fall River, 
in addition to an advanta-
geous geographical location, 
has a rich history, an ethni-
cally diverse population and “a 
vibrancy” that is exemplified 
by its food.

Fall River has long been 
known for its Portuguese res-
taurants and cuisine.

O’Sullivan said FRACC’s 
contract with CivicMoxie 
expires in October.

He said the coalition 

managed to raise more than 
$100,000 in donations to 
hire CivicMoxie as well as to 
create the paid position of an 
arts director, which has since 
been filled by Fall River native 
Devon Torres.  

Both O’Sullivan and fellow 
FRACC steering committee 
member Patrick Norton, who 
owns and operates Narrows 
Center for the Arts on Anawan 
Street, recently penned a letter 
on behalf of FRACC opposing 
the idea of a proposed public 
art policy and commission.

The proposal, which was 
submitted by a local nonprofit 
arts and entertainment group, 
is now being considered by 
two city council committees.

“Our goal is to operate 
independently,” said Norton, 
referring to FRACC. “We’ve 
been trying to do this for 20 
years, and the last thing we 
need is to have Fall River gov-
ernment get in the way. It’s 
important that we get it right.”

He said his Narrows 
Center for the Arts is proof 
that people from outside the 
city will come to Fall River if 
there’s something going on 
that appeals to their senses.

Norton said 80 percent of 
the 40,000 people who came 
to the Narrows in 2019, mostly 
for live music shows, live out-
side a 15-mile radius of Fall 
River.

O’Sullivan, who originally 
hails from New Jersey, said 
that Fall River has a plethora of 
arts-oriented activities in addi-
tion to the Narrows Center for 
the Arts.

He cites the Children’s 
Museum of Greater Fall 
River, Bristol Community 
College’s Grimshaw-Gudewicz 
Art Gallery and Jacqueline 
Francisco, director of Fine and 
Performing Arts for Fall River 
Public Schools.

The key, O’Sullivan said, is 
collaboration.

O’Sullivan says arts and 
culture “can be an economic 
driver” for a city “just like edu-
cation and health care.”

“But some people need to 
be reminded of it every 30 sec-
onds,” he said.

O’Sullivan said he’s still 
“150 percent sports” when it 
comes to his personal interests. 
But he said he’s also come to 
realize the important role arts 
and culture play in the vitality 
and quality of life of a city.

“People who knew me 20, 
30 years ago would say I’m 
nuts,” he said. “I never would 
have thought I’d be an advo-
cate for the arts.”

ARTS
Continued from Page A1

as well as connecting with the 
community by serving as a 
safe haven for all.

“The goal for us is to have a 
space that rivals anything you 
can get in Boston, Providence 
or the greater East Coast area,” 
Zeida said. “There's going to 
be training, meetings, activities, 
events… therapists up on the 
third floor, everything.”

Touring the future center
The expected completion 

of the center won’t come until 
December 2022. Exterior 
renovations are planned to 
start next month. Working 
with the Waterfront Historic 
Area LeaguE (WHALE), the 
building will get a historically 
accurate facelift along with vin-
tage stained glass windows.

There will be handicapped 
access and the backyard will be 
landscaped.

First Floor
The first floor will have a 

gathering room for meetings, 
social events and training. 
Across the hall will be a com-
mercial kitchen and café. 
The kitchenette will allow for 
nutrition programs and can 
be rented out to vendors. The 
building will also have a new 
elevator.

Second Floor
The second floor will have a 

multi-purpose space for addi-
tional meetings and mingling 
furnished with comfortable 
chairs and sofas. There will also 
be a computer tech room with 
computers for people to check 
their e-mail, social media or 
take additional courses. The 
whole building will have free 
WiFI access from Comcast.

“We do see it as a place 
where older folks can come 
in, have a cup of coffee while 
sitting in a chair and reading 
a book. Kids can come in 
and use the computers or get 

something out of the kitchen,” 
Pollack said.

Across the hall will be a 
communal art space specifi-
cally for the LGBTQ+ youth. 
“We felt that one of the topics 
we really wanted to focus on 
was our creative expression,” 
Zeida said. “There's just so 
much positivity about being 
able to express yourself as an 
LGBTQ+ individual that we 
wanted to really showcase that 
at the center.”

Third Floor
On the third floor there 

will be available rental space 
for offices. “We raise most of 
our money through grants 
and the generosity of the com-
munity,” Zeida said. “So, the 
idea of being as financially self-
sufficient as possible is really 
important to us.”

Zeida said that aside from 
the hard work in the com-
munity, the core team at the 
SouthCoast LGBTQ+ Network 
is around six people. “What 
we've been able to accom-
plish…Imagine how much 
more we hope to accomplish 
once everybody's literally 
under one roof and all our 
efforts are being organized,” 
he said. “That for me is very 
exciting.”

The next step
So far, Zeida says, they’ve 

raised about 40% of their goal 
toward the completion of the 
center’s construction plans. 
They are about to launch a 
summer campaign through a 
new website dedicated to the 
center.

The next few months will 
be nonstop fundraising, asking 
for sponsorships and holding 
more center tours to attract 
donations.

“No one's gonna come 
in and do it for us,” Pollack 
added. “Here's a chance we 
have with this community 
center. It's a novel, unique 
experience, at least in this part 
of the state for the entire state. 
And we can really make it 
happen.

“We need some shoulders 
to the wheel.”

LGBTQ+
Continued from Page A1

including country music 
star Brad Paisley and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning hockey 
team. It has teamed up with 
Twitch and Riot Games to 
reach online gamers and with 
Panera and Chipotle to offer 
free food to those getting a 
shot.

The message, as Surgeon 
General Vivek Murthy put it: 
“If you are vaccinated, you 
are protected. If you are not, 
the threat of variants is real 
and growing.”

It’s unclear how well the 
levers of persuasion are func-
tioning. Vaccination rates 
have dropped below 1 million 
a day, and there’s no sign yet 
of a turnaround. The admin-
istration has acknowledged 
that it will fall short of its goal 
of having 70% of adults vac-
cinated by July Fourth.

At this point, about 170 
million American adults have 
received at least one vaccine 
dose, representing roughly 
two-thirds of those 18 and 
older. An Associated Press 
analysis suggests that Biden’s 
self-imposed goal may not be 
reached until late July at cur-
rent rates of vaccination.

Analysts at HHS have 
developed a rough sketch of 
those in the movable middle. 
They tend to be younger, 
mainly 18-29. Most are not 
college educated, and political 
independents predominate. 
Black and Latino adults are 
more likely to fall in this cat-
egory than people of other 
backgrounds.

It can be a hard sell. After 
Jill Biden’s visit to Mississippi 
earlier in the week, Gulf Coast 
resident Sherie Bardwell was 
unimpressed. She said Biden’s 
comment that “vaccines 
might feel like a miracle, but 
there’s no faith required,” 
sounded to her like a dig at 
people with Christian beliefs.

“She said shots are mira-
cles that don’t require faith. 
The Bible says just live by 
faith,” said Bardwell, who 
followed news about the first 
lady’s visit. Bardwell said both 
she and her husband had 
COVID-19 and she was hos-
pitalized.

“My thoughts are, if you’ve 
already had the coronavirus, 
why do you need the vac-
cine?” asked Bardwell. “If 
the vaccine was the ‘miracle,’ 
then why are you still at risk 
of contracting the virus after 
receiving the shot? It just 
doesn’t make sense to me.” 
Doctors advise recovered 
patients to get vaccinated so 
as to maintain protection.

Privately, some White 
House officials fret that the 
persuadable universe may be 
shrinking.

Early success with vac-
cination has paradoxically 
made things more difficult. 
Now that cases and deaths 
have dropped to levels not 
seen since the onset of the 
pandemic, officials say it’s 
become harder to convince 
Americans of the urgency of 
getting a shot — particularly 
younger people who already 
knew they were at low risk of 
serious complications.

Biden officials say they rec-
ognize that it’s going to take 
more than celebrity pitches to 
close the deal. In Knoxville, 
Tennessee, a retired hospice 
and home care administrator 
has become a volunteer 
COVID-19 response orga-

VACCINE
Continued from Page A1


