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Gil DeLima
FALL RIVER – Gil DeLima, 85,

of Fall River, passed
away on April 16, 2021.

He was the husband
of Maria (Cabral) DeLi-
ma. Born in Ponta Del-
gada,Azores,hewasthe
son of the late Maria
(Barbosa) and Gil DeLi-
ma. He had served as a
Corporal in the Portuguese
Army. A carpenter by trade, he
was an avid Benefica fan.

He is also survived by his chil-
dren Floriano Lima (Beverly),
Margaret M. Sousa (Richard),
Naomi Melo, Cidalia DeMelo
(David) and Gil DeLima Jr.
(Fiance Michelle Thomas). He
also leaves 11 grandchildren
and 22 great grandchildren. He

was the grandfather of the late
MichaelLimaandbroth-
er of the late John DeLi-
ma and Maria Oliveira.
In addition he leaves
many cherished nieces
and nephews. A walk-
through visitation will
be held on Tuesday,
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

His funeral will be held on
Wednesday at 9 a.m. from the A
F Almeida & Son Funeral Home
1309 Globe St., Fall River with a
10 a.m. Mass at Espirito Santo
Church on Alden St. Entomb-
mentatNotreDameMausoleum.

www.almeida-pocasset.com
for on line guest book. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society

Gil DeLima
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Henry F. Thomas Jr.
FALLRIVER–HenryFThomas

Jr., 79, husband of Char-
lotte (Costa) Thomas,
passed away peacefully
surrounded by family,
Thursday, April 15, at
CharltonMemorialHos-
pital, after an illness.

Born in Fall River, son
of the late Henry F. and
Catherine (Galvin) Thomas Sr,
he attended Diman and joined
the Marine Corps at age 17, serv-
ingduringtheCubanMissileCri-
sis, but later got his GED. He
retired from Plumbers Supply in
2003 and earlier worked at the
former Corcoran Supply.

Besides his wife, of almost 55
years, he leaves Christopher H.
Thomas (wife Patricia), Sheri
Thomas McCallister and
William J Thomas Sr (wife
Cindy); 13 grandchildren; 6
great grandchildren; several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

His sisters, Veronica McConnell
and Patricia Paul pre-
ceded him in death.

Calling Hour in Silva-
Faria Funeral Home,
730 Bedford St, Tues-
day, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Mask-wearing and dis-
tancing required. Mass
in Our Lady of Grace

Church Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.
Burial private.
In lieu of flowers, donations to
Forever Paws, 300 Lynwood St,
Fall River, MA 02721 or to any
veterans-related charity of your
choice. The family thanks
the Charlton Memorial Hospital
staff for their compassion and
kindness. To ensure that family
receive online condolences,
please submit only to
funeral home website
www.silvafaria.com

Henry F.
Thomas Jr.
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PLYMOUTH — Stepping 
into Jessica Brainsky's humble 
home kitchen, you'd never 
know it's where edible artwork 
is made. 

Her white oven can only 
bake 12 cookies at a time, 
her Kitchen Aid mixer sits 
off to the side and there's no 
sign that the middle-school-
counselor-by-day spends 
dozens of hours each evening 
and weekend making and 
hand decorating intricate sugar 
cookies that wouldn't be out 
of place on any Food Network 
baking show. 

"This is an art form for me," 
she said on a recent spring day 
in that very kitchen. "It's great 
to be able to just run with my 
creativity. . . My favorite thing 
is when a client says 'I trust 
you' and just gives me that cre-
ative freedom." 

Brainsky is the sole baker, 
decorator and project man-
ager at Hartwork Cookie Co., 
a small business she started 
last summer. In her Plymouth 
home, Brainsky works to make 
cookies for holidays and orders 
that are decorated in pains-
taking detail using custom 
icing colors and a variety of 
techniques. Her most recent 
creations — themed around 
the Easter holiday — included 
bunnies with realistic fur, egg-
filled woven baskets and tex-
tured bird nests. 

"Every cookie is different 
and I get inspiration from 
everything. I see it in the real 
world and I turn it into a 
cookie," she said. "I love the 
awe effect, that is so fun for 
me." 

In her "real life," Brainsky 
is a guidance counselor at 
Hingham Middle School. She'd 
never decorated a cookie — let 
alone thought about owning 
a baking business — before 
a friend invited her over one 
Christmas to decorate cookies 
with his kids. She was piping 
a candy cane, she said, when 
the colors accidentally bled 
together. 

"I smudged the icing and it 
kind of marbled and I thought 
'Wow, that's really cool.' And 
that smudge inspired this 
entire passion," Brainsky said. 
"That's what I love to tell 
my students, that mistakes 
can actually be really great. 
Without that mistake, I never 

would have known how much 
I loved this." 

From there, Brainsky 
jumped headfirst into cookie 
decorating. She made an 
Instagram account on the 
advice of a friend and discov-
ered a "cookie community" 
of other bakers and designers 
who welcomed her with open 
arms. 

"People are really focused 
on supporting, rather than 
competing, which is amazing," 
she said. "I interact with people 
from China and Australia and, 
if I'm unavailable for an order, 
I recommend other nearby 
businesses and they do the 
same for me." 

Within a year, she was 
decorating cookies for friends, 
family and colleagues and 
experimenting with creating 
her own icing colors, different 
decorating techniques and 
recipes to make the perfect 
durable — but still tasty — 
sugar cookie. It was about 
a year ago that she starting 
"taking this thing seriously," 
she said, and dedicating all of 
her free time to Hartwork. 

The launching of her busi-
ness coincided with a religious 
journey she said brought true 
joy and abundance to her pro-
cess. 

"Ever since then, the 
cookies just became something 

they never were before. The 
creativity was just pouring out 
of me and the business grew 
quickly, it was hard to keep up" 
she said. "I realized that when I 
got to decorate from the heart, 
it was truly from God." 

These days, Brainsky works 
around the clock near every 
major holiday to make cre-
ative pre-order sets for clients. 
She doesn't have the time to 
make cookies-to-order for 
every holiday, and instead she 
asks clients to purchase sets 
on blind faith and trust they'll 
end up with something earthy, 
artsy and beautiful. 

Even with custom orders, 
where clients can make more 
specific requests, she asks for 
a certain level of trust to come 
up with something unique.

"I take into consideration 
who the client is, but then I 
also need that creative freedom 
or it's just not fun for me," she 
said. "I didn't get into this for 
money, I got into it because I 
truly enjoy doing it and I really 
appreciate that these customers 
trust me to do my thing." 

It's a creative project and 
true labor of love for Brainsky, 
but she said she's not in any 
rush to make Hartwork her 
full time job. She'd love to host 
decorating classes and plans 
to start selling her recipes, but 
says she's happy exactly where 
she is. 

"For now, I really enjoy 
being able to just do it for the 
love of it," she said. "Seeing 
people's faces when I give them 
their cookies and hearing the 
stories of the events. ... It just 
leaves me tickled." 

Plymouth baker shares her passion

Photo Courtesy of Hartwork Cookie Co.
Cookies by Jessica Brainsky of Hartwork Cookie Co. in Plymouth. 

ON THIS DATE
In 1775, the American 

Revolutionary War began with the 
battles of Lexington and Concord.

In 1865, a funeral was held 
at the White House for President 
Abraham Lincoln, assassinated 
five days earlier; his coffin was 
then taken to the U.S. Capitol for 
a private memorial service in the 
Rotunda.

In 1897, the first Boston 
Marathon was held; winner John J. 
McDermott ran the course in two 
hours, 55 minutes and 10 seconds.

In 1943, during World War II, 
tens of thousands of Jews in the 
Warsaw Ghetto began a valiant but 
ultimately futile battle against Nazi 
forces.

In 1977, the Supreme Court, in 
Ingraham v. Wright, ruled 5-4 that 
even severe spanking of schoolchil-
dren by faculty members did not 
violate the Eighth Amendment ban 
against cruel and unusual punish-
ment.

In 1989, 47 sailors were killed 

when a gun turret exploded aboard 
the USS Iowa in the Caribbean. 
(The Navy initially suspected that a 
dead crew member had deliberately 
sparked the blast, but later said 
there was no proof of that.)

In 1993, the 51-day siege at 
the Branch Davidian compound 
near Waco, Texas, ended as fire 
destroyed the structure after federal 
agents began smashing their way 
in; about 80 people, including two 
dozen children and sect leader 
David Koresh, were killed.

In 1994, a Los Angeles jury 
awarded $3.8 million to beaten 
motorist Rodney King.

In 1995, a truck bomb 
destroyed the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City, killing 168 people. (Bomber 
Timothy McVeigh, who prosecu-
tors said had planned the attack as 
revenge for the Waco siege of two 
years earlier, was convicted of fed-
eral murder charges and executed 
in 2001.)
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Artisan cookie-maker Jessica Brainsky of Plymouth bakes and hand-decorates cookies with earthy hues and textures.

BOSTON (AP) — Teddy 
Ballgame is about to become 
Teddy Blockchain.

Hall of Famer Ted 
Williams is coming to the 
digital memorabilia market 
with a release of nine different 
cards that follow the No. 9’s 
career from skinny rookie to 
Cooperstown inductee. The 
collectors’ items offered by 
Williams’ daughter are hand 
drawn by Brazilian illustrator 
Andre Maciel, known as Black 
Madre, who created the non-
fungible tokens for football 
star Rob Gronkowski that 
sold out last month for $1.6 
million.

“I wrote to him. I told him 
who I was. I said, ‘My dad is 
Ted Williams.’ I said, ‘Here’s 
what I want to do,’” Claudia 
Williams said, adding that she 
didn’t know whether Maciel 
would be familiar with the 
baseball star.

“For all he knows, I’m 
just some person reaching 
out saying, ‘Hey, could you 
make me some NFTs?’” she 
said. “Just the respect that he 
showed the art, I know that 
he knows who Ted Williams 
is.”

Eight cards come in lim-
ited editions numbered 1-9, 
with the ninth — titled “The 

Splendid Splinter” — a one-
of-a-kind release that comes 
with an autographed bat, 
three autographed pictures 
and an Airbnb stay at a house 
Williams lived in in Vermont. 
Each of the 73 cards include 
the digital autograph of the 
Red Sox slugger, who remains 
the last major leaguer to bat 
.400, hitting .406 in 1941.

The collection also recog-
nizes Williams’ achievements 
as a fishing hall of famer and 
a fighter pilot who missed 
parts of five seasons to serve 
in WWII and the Korean 
War. Claudia Williams wrote 
the text on the back of each 
card.

The auction begins 
Monday and runs through 
Saturday.

“My life’s goal is to keep 
my dad as relevant and inspi-
rational as ever,” Claudia 
Williams said last week in 
a telephone interview from 
her Florida home. “I want to 
leave his legacy behind when 
his last surviving child is 
gone.”

Non-fungible tokens can 
be works of art, video clips or 
even tweets or news articles 
tied to a digital record — or 
blockchain — that allows the 
collector to prove ownership. 

Digital memorabilia of 
Ted Williams up for sale

Lynne Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

FALL RIVER — As we 
head into what is bound to 
be a difficult few weeks for 
the city, it feels appropriate 
to point out the positives.

The trial of former mayor 
Jasiel Correia II is set to 
begin Tuesday in Boston, 
no doubt shining a negative 
light on the city, particularly 
for outsiders. While local 
leaders we talked to say the 
city has and will continue to 
bounce back from the stain 
of Correia's two arrests, we 
know it's all too easy for 
some in the state and beyond 
to paint Fall River with a 
broad brush. How many 
times do we have to read 
about Fall River being "city 
of 89,000 that's still hurting 
by the collapse of its once-
booming texting industry"?  

Which is why we were 
so happy to stumble upon a 
video released by We Love 
Fall River, which calls itself 
"a social movement, show-
casing positive stories about 
economic development, 
community initiatives, and 
arts and culture," and Viva 
Fall River, which describes 
itself as "a community-based 
arts, culture, and creative 
economy effort to increase 
support for arts, culture, 
and businesses and expand 
resources available to do cool 
things here in the city."

The video was pro-
duced, shot and edited by 
Don Burton Media and 
Ben Guan-Kennedy; in 
association with We Love 
Fall River, Viva Fall River, 
One SouthCoast, Fall River 
Arts & Culture Coalition, 
Southeastern Massachusetts 

Visitor's Bureau, and 
MassDevelopment's TDI 
Program.

In the video, artists Harry 
Gould Harvey IV and Brittni 
Ann Harvey talk about their 
work, and their efforts to 
open the Fall River Museum 
of Contemporary Art. What 
comes through loud and 
clear is their love for Fall 
River.

The Fall River Museum 
of Contemporary Art, or 
FR MoCA, opened last year 
as part of the FABRIC 2020 
arts festival. What began as 
a two-day exhibition "snow-
balled" into a museum, 
according to Gould Harvey.

The artists have even pur-
chased a home here in the 
city. "We realized why are we 
trying to go elsewhere when 
growing up in Fall River was 
so integral to our art pro-
cess?" Gould Harvey says in 
the video.

It's clear that the artists 
are here for more than just 
convenience. What follows in 
the video is literally a recita-
tion of all the reasons they 
love it here —  reasons other 
folks would love, too, if they 
just give the city a chance.

From the grand architec-
ture of St. Anne's Church, 
to the European feel of the 
Gates of the City, to the retro 
style of Al Mac's diner, Fall 
River is a wonder. But more 
than anything, the Harveys 
focus on the "melting pot" 
aspect of the Fall River food 
scene.

From Taqueria El 
Habanero's authentic 
Mexican fast food, to the 
city's iconic chow mein sand-
wiches, to Lebanese meat 
pies and more, Fall River has 
an eclectic variety of foods 

and places to eat — and 
better yet, it's all very afford-
able.

So as we head into what 
could be a lengthy trial, with 
daily reminders of a very dif-

ficult past few years, we urge 
you, too, to think about what 
you love about the city.

Lynne Sullivan is editor of 
The Herald News.

Video is a reminder of why you love Fall River
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Artists Harry Gould Harvey and Brittni Ann Harvey are featured in a new 
video about why they love Fall River and decided to put down roots here. 


